March 1, 2009

Transfiguration Sunday

Scriptures:  Mark 1: 9-15

“Testing Time”

Mark’s account of Jesus temptation is masterfully brief. Just two verses.

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness. And he



was in the wilderness for forty day, tempted by Satan



among the wild beasts. And the angels administered



to him. (Mark 1: 12-13)

The Judean wilderness is a barren, mountainous expanse of limestone ridges and valleys with stretch from just East of Jerusalem to the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea.  It is a notoriously inhospitable place, fiercely hot during the day and cold and night. Definitely not the place to go for a picnic! The wilderness was a place inhabited mainly by religious extremists, those who believed in punishing the body and existing on very little. Some of these extremists lived alone in caves, but more banded together in small communities under a strict rule.

Jesus felt drive by the Spirit to go out into this inhospitable terrain, the territory used by those who took religion to excess, to test his faith and calling as the Son of God. And we ask why?

Well first of all, Jesus was certainly did not fit into the world of 1st Century Palestine. The kind of man Jesus was, a person of sublime truth and grace, would never sit at ease within the distortions, lies and corruption of his world. His teachings about living humbly, scorning power and money, forgiving your enemy, turning the other check, giving without expecting reward, picking up a cross and following him along the path of love, set him apart from his culture and are still at odds with most of the things people run after in our culture today.  However, these days we are unlikely to go so far as having him executed.

In the wilderness Jesus did not seek to be a well-adjusted 1st Century Palestine citizen; he sought only to glorify God.

The question I now ask of myself is this:  To what degree have I been seduced and subverted by the reigning values of this ambitious yet anxious society?

During Lent I ask you to do your own self cross-examination.

There is a Post Script to this story: “And angels ministered to him.”  Angels, the messengers of God, do minister to the needs of those who choose to be poorly adjusted to the pervasive social norms, in order to give abundant glory to God. Angels come in many forms. Old and young, friends and opponents, smartly dressed and shabby, well schooled and self-educated, they are here, ministering, encouraging and feeding those who dare to be true to the God, not counting the cost as being seen as different.

During Lent dare to be true to God! Affirm your wilderness experiences, not as illness but as true sanity and be good-humoured about it for Christ’s sake!

Amen.

